
Arbitration	center
for	internet	disputes #CAC-UDRP-108158

Decision	for	dispute	CAC-UDRP-108158
Case	number CAC-UDRP-108158

Time	of	filing 2025-11-18	09:56:37

Domain	names ptlactalis.com

Case	administrator
Name Olga	Dvořáková	(Case	admin)

Complainant
Organization Groupe	Lactalis

Complainant	representative

Organization NAMESHIELD	S.A.S.

Respondent
Name EIK	Grove	Hotworx

The	Panel	is	not	aware	of	any	other	legal	proceedings	which	are	pending	or	decided	and	which	relate	to	the	disputed	domain	name.

	

Founded	in	1933,	the	Complainant	is	a	French	multi-national	company,	engaged	in	the	food	industry,	particularly	the	dairy	sector.	The
Complainant	has	been	operating	under	the	name	“Lactalis”	since	1999.

The	Complainant	is	the	largest	dairy	products	group	in	the	world,	with	over	85,500	employees,	266	production	sites,	and	a	presence	in
51	different	countries.

The	disputed	domain	name	<ptlactalis.com>	was	registered	on	November	4 ,	2025,	and	is	inactive.	Besides,	MX	servers	are
configured.

	

The	Complainant	owns	several	trademarks	“LACTALIS”	such	as:

The	European	trademark	LACTALIS	n°	1529833	registered	on	November	7,	2002;
The	International	trademark	LACTALIS	n°	900154	registered	on	July	27,	2006;
The	International	trademark	LACTALIS	n°	1135514	registered	on	September	20,	2012;
The	European	trademark	LACTALIS	n°	017959526	registered	on	May	22,	2019.
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	The	Complainant	is	also	the	owner	of	a	large	domain	name	portfolio,	including	the	same	distinctive	wording	LACTALIS,	such	as
<lactalis.com>	registered	on	January	9,	1999.

	

The	Complainant	contends	that	the	requirements	of	the	Policy	have	been	met	and	that	the	disputed	domain	name	should	be	transferred
to	it.

No	administratively	compliant	Response	has	been	filed.

The	Complainant,	among	other	things,	contends	the	following	in	support	of	the	complaint.

The	Complainant	states	that	the	disputed	domain	name	is	confusingly	similar	to	its	trademark	LACTALIS	and	its	associated	domain
name.

The	Complainant	contends	that	the	Respondent	has	no	rights	or	legitimate	interests	in	respect	of	the	disputed	domain	name	and	he	is
not	related	in	any	way	to	the	Complainant.	The	Complainant	does	not	carry	out	any	activity	for,	nor	has	any	business	with,	the
Respondent.

Given	the	distinctiveness	of	the	Complainant's	trademark	and	reputation,	it	is	reasonable	to	infer	that	the	Respondent	has	registered	the
domain	name	with	full	knowledge	of	the	Complainant's	trademark.	Furthermore,	the	disputed	domain	name	is	inactive.	The	Complainant
contends	that	the	Respondent	has	not	demonstrated	any	activity	in	respect	of	the	disputed	domain	name,	and	it	is	not	possible	to
conceive	of	any	plausible	actual	or	contemplated	active	use	of	the	domain	name	by	the	Respondent	that	would	not	be	illegitimate,	such
as	by	being	a	passing	off,	an	infringement	of	consumer	protection	legislation,	or	an	infringement	of	the	Complainant’s	rights	under
trademark	law.

	

The	Complainant	has,	to	the	satisfaction	of	the	Panel,	shown	the	disputed	domain	name	is	identical	or	confusingly	similar	to	a	trademark
or	service	mark	in	which	the	Complainant	has	rights	(within	the	meaning	of	paragraph	4(a)(i)	of	the	Policy).

This	is	a	case	of	adding	a	generic	term	"PT",	which	is	the	country	code	for	Portugal,	in	front	of	the	Complainant's	trademark	LACTALIS,
it	is	found	that	the	disputed	domain	name	<ptlactalis.com>	is	confusingly	similar	to	the	Complainant´s	trademark	LACTALIS.

	

The	Complainant	has,	to	the	satisfaction	of	the	Panel,	shown	the	Respondent	to	have	no	rights	or	legitimate	interests	in	respect	of	the
disputed	domain	name	(within	the	meaning	of	paragraph	4(a)(ii)	of	the	Policy).

	

The	Complainant	has,	to	the	satisfaction	of	the	Panel,	shown	the	disputed	domain	name	has	been	registered	and	is	being	used	in	bad
faith	(within	the	meaning	of	paragraph	4(a)(iii)	of	the	Policy).

Given	the	circumstances	of	the	case,	among	others	well-known	character	of	Complainant's	trademark	LACTALIS,	it	is	inconceivable	to
the	Panel	in	the	current	circumstances	that	the	Respondent	registered	the	disputed	domain	name	without	prior	knowledge	of	the
Complainant	and	the	Complainant’s	marks	and	domain	names.	This	finding	is	further	strengthened	by	the	circumstance	that	the	e-mail
addresses	for	the	Complainant's	Portuguese	business	ends	in	"@pt.lactalis.com".

The	Panel	therefore	finds	that	the	disputed	domain	name	was	registered	in	bad	faith.

The	incorporation	of	a	well-known	mark	into	a	domain	name,	coupled	with	an	inactive	website,	may	in	itself	be	evidence	of	bad	faith
registration	and	use.

It	is	not	possible	for	the	Panel	to	conceive	of	any	plausible	actual	or	contemplated	active	use	of	the	domain	name	by	the	Respondent
that	would	not	be	illegitimate,	such	as	by	being	a	passing	off,	an	infringement	of	consumer	protection	legislation,	a	phishing	purpose
based	on	the	related	MX-records	or	an	infringement	of	the	Complainant’s	rights	under	trademark	law.

The	Panel	finds	that	the	disputed	domain	has	been	registered	and	is	being	used	in	bad	faith.
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The	Panel	is	satisfied	that	all	procedural	requirements	under	UDRP	were	met	and	there	is	no	other	reason	why	it	would	be	inappropriate
to	provide	a	decision.

	

The	three	essential	issues	under	the	paragraph	4(a)	of	the	Policy	are	whether:

i.	the	disputed	domain	name	is	identical	or	confusingly	similar	to	a	trademark	or	service	mark	in	which	the	Complainant	has	rights;	and

ii.	the	Respondent	has	no	rights	or	legitimate	interests	with	respect	to	the	disputed	domain	name;	and

iii.	the	disputed	domain	name	has	been	registered	and	is	being	used	in	bad	faith.

2.	The	Panel	reviewed	carefully	all	documents	provided	by	the	Complainant.	The	Respondent	did	not	provide	the	Panel	with	any
documents	or	statements.	The	Panel	also	visited	all	available	websites	and	public	information	concerning	the	disputed	domain	name,
namely	the	WHOIS	databases.

3.	The	UDRP	Rules	clearly	say	in	their	Article	3	that	any	person	or	entity	may	initiate	an	administrative	proceeding	by	submitting	a
complaint	in	accordance	with	the	Policy	and	these	Rules.

4.	The	Panel	therefore	came	to	the	following	conclusions:

a)	The	Complainant	states	and	proves	that	the	disputed	domain	name	is	confusingly	similar	to	its	trademark	and	its	domain	names.
Indeed,	the	disputed	domain	name	is	merely	adding	the	country	code	for	Portugal	in	front	of	the	Complainant's	trademark.

The	disputed	domain	name	is	therefore	deemed	confusingly	similar.

b)	The	Respondent	is	not	generally	known	by	the	disputed	domain	name	and	has	not	acquired	any	trademark	or	service	mark	rights	in
the	name	or	mark,	nor	is	there	any	authorization	for	the	Respondent	by	the	Complainant	to	use	or	register	the	disputed	domain	name.
The	Panel	therefore	finds	that	the	Respondent	does	not	have	rights	or	a	legitimate	interest	with	respect	to	the	disputed	domain	name.

c)	It	is	clear	that	the	Complainant's	trademarks	and	website(s)	were	used	by	the	Complainant	long	time	before	the	disputed	domain
name	was	registered.	

The	Panel	finds	it	inconceivable	that	the	Respondent	was	unaware	of	the	Complainant's	trademark	and	domain	names	at	the	time	of
registering	the	disputed	domain	name	and	therefore	finds	that	the	disputed	domain	name	was	registered	in	bad	faith.

The	incorporation	of	a	well-known	mark	into	a	domain	name,	coupled	with	an	inactive	website,	may	in	itself	be	evidence	of	bad	faith
registration	and	use.

The	Panel	therefore	finds	that	the	disputed	domain	name	has	been	registered	and	is	being	used	in	bad	faith.

For	the	reasons	stated	above,	it	is	the	decision	of	this	Panel	that	the	Complainant	has	satisfied	all	three	elements	of	paragraph	4(a)	of
the	Policy.
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